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IN RECOGNITION OF MR. WILLIAM 
SCHMIDT 

HON. J. DENNIS HASTERT 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2005 

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
congratulate Mr. William Schmidt, the Village 
President of Hampshire, Illinois, on his more 
than 40 years of service and devotion to the 
Village and its residents. After arriving in 
Hampshire in 1945, Mr. Schmidt taught history 
at Hampshire High School for 23 years. His 
commitment to his students and to the com-
munity’s young people is evident in his endur-
ing relationships with many of these individ-
uals. 

Bill Schmidt began his public service in 
1980 as a Village Board member. He was 
subsequently elected to a 4-year term as Vil-
lage Trustee in 1981. First elected as Village 
President in 1985, Mr. Schmidt was then 
elected to four additional successive terms, 
serving a total of 20 years as Village Presi-
dent. 

During his tenure, Bill worked to ensure a 
diversified tax base for the Village by expand-
ing the Village’s boundaries to include the I– 
90 and U.S. 20 interchange, securing more 
than $7 million in public investment that lever-
aged nearly $100 million in private investment, 
and securing new businesses that created 
more than 750 new jobs. 

Bill and his late wife, Dorothy, have helped 
to position Hampshire for a successful future 
by building on the community’s history, values 
and respect for each of its citizens. I would 
like to extend my thanks to Bill Schmidt for his 
many years of service and dedication to the 
people of Hampshire, Illinois. The Village of 
Hampshire is certainly fortunate to have bene-
fited from his talent and expertise for so many 
years. 
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HONORING JOHANNA CLARK 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2005 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Johanna Clark, the Boyertown Out-
standing Student of the Year. 

Johanna Clark is that special kind of student 
who not only excels in her academic work at 
school, but one who enthusiastically partici-
pates in all sorts of extracurricular activities. 
Johanna is seen by many in such a positive 
light that she is commonly described as car-
ing, effervescent, intelligent, and responsible. 

Johanna has said that she lives to help 
other people and make them happy. This is 
clearly evident through the work she is in-
volved in. She is a member of the Boyertown 
High School Key Club, Student Council, ‘‘In-
sight,’’ the high school cable television talk 

show, the Boyertown Holiday House tour, peer 
mediation, and the meth hotline mentoring 
program. Johanna diligently provides support 
for others while consistently demonstrating a 
strong work ethic. 

Johanna’s academic achievement is quite 
impressive, with a current grade point average 
of 4.01. She has taken honors English 
courses since her freshman year and she 
began taking both honors social studies and 
science as a sophomore. As a senior, she has 
added to her impressive academic schedule 
by taking AP environmental science. And Jo-
hanna has been a member of the National 
Honor Society since her junior year. 

Johanna has future plans to attend 
Millersville University where she will major in 
early childhood education, elementary edu-
cation, and she then plans to get her certifi-
cation in English as a Second Language. Jo-
hanna has expressed interest in teaching sec-
ond grade upon graduation. As a high school 
student, she has already gained considerable 
experience working as a Sunday school teach-
ing assistant at St. John’s Lutheran Church in 
Boyertown for many years. At St. John’s, Jo-
hanna also assists with the youth group, 
serves as an acolyte, and helps out in the 
nursery. 

Johanna is the daughter of Jenny and 
Fitzhugh Clark and is the third of four children. 
Johanna’s family life has served as a source 
of inspiration for her by instilling her with last-
ing values and an extraordinary work ethic. 
She stated how grateful she was to have peo-
ple in her life who have inspired her, and in 
particular, her grandmother, Jeanne Dill. Jo-
hanna says that ‘‘she is the most honest and 
giving person I know. I have worked so hard 
over the years to be like her as best as I could 
and to make her proud . . . because of her, 
in a big way, I am who I am today.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in honoring this tremendous young 
lady. Johanna Clark is an inspiration to all 
through her hard work and community service. 
It is an honor to stand before you to recognize 
and congratulate Johanna on her many im-
pressive accomplishments and to wish her the 
very best of luck in the future. 
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
BETH SMITH 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the distinguished public service of 
Hays County Justice of the Peace Beth Smith. 

Beth Smith attended Austin Community Col-
lege and Southwest Texas State University, 
studying Criminal Justice. She has set an ex-
ample for other law enforcement professionals 
by continuously updating her educational cre-
dentials, working as a Campus Manager for 

Austin Community College and substitute 
teaching for the Hays County Independent 
School District. She was elected as the First 
Mayor of Mountain City in 1984, and served in 
that capacity for 14 years. 

Judge Smith has been tremendously active 
in the community. She is a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Hays Caldwell Coun-
cil on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, and the Presi-
dent of the Gang Response Intervention Pro-
gram. She has held the position of Associate 
Municipal Judge for the City of Kyle, and is 
President of Hays County Rural Fire District 
#5. 

Ms. Smith is married to her husband Ever-
ett, and has three children. She was first elect-
ed to office in 1999, and represents Precinct 
2 on the County Justice Court. She has been 
especially zealous protecting the well-being of 
Hays County youth, and has been consistently 
involved with intervention programs to help 
those most at risk. 

Justice of the Peace Beth Smith is a tre-
mendous resource for her community, both as 
a volunteer and a public official. She has 
served her neighbors with distinction, and I am 
honored to have the chance to recognize her 
here today. 

f 

REGARDING CLEAN CRUISE SHIP 
ACT OF 2005 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 14, 2005 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker many Americans 
enjoy taking cruises, in large part because 
they get to see some of the nation’s most 
beautiful marine ecosystems. Because I want 
to see these beautiful marine ecosystems pro-
tected for future generations to enjoy, I am in-
troducing The Clean Cruise Ship Act of 2005. 

The Cruise Ship Industry has experienced 
much success over the past few years. In fact, 
the industry has grown an average of 10 per-
cent per year over the past 8 years, including 
an almost 17 percent increase in 2000. Unfor-
tunately, as it grows, its potential to negatively 
affect the marine environment grows as well. 
Over a week’s time, a single 3,000 passenger 
cruise ship, according to EPA and industry 
data, generates a tremendous amount of 
waste: Over 200,000 gallons of black water 
(raw sewage) are created. Approximately 1 
million gallons of gray water (runoff from 
showers, sinks and dishwashers) are pro-
duced. More than 35,000 gallons of oily bilge 
water (oil and chemicals from engine mainte-
nance that collect in the bottom of ships and 
are toxic to marine life) are generated. Isn’t it 
reasonable to think that these ships should be 
subject to the same wastewater regulations as 
those governing municipalities of comparable 
size? I think so. 

While many cruise ship companies have en-
vironmental policies in place, many are vol-
untary with no monitoring or enforcement pro-
visions. Unfortunately, I am all too familiar with 
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